Land transfers

Land trusts are intermediaries for the
government organizations while they
work on acquiring land. Incentives are
that trusts avoid monitoring and
enforcement costs, and free up monies
to purchase other land, and it’s a faster
process in emergency situations.

Land could be incorporated by Instituto Nacional de
Ecologia (INE) or similar government institutions. Political
swings cause this to be risky. Also laws allow “compatible
development” in biosphere reserves. Attempts are being
made to incorporate private lands into reserves. Transfers
generate transfer fees and taxes for the holder.

Transferable
Development Rights,
“Permutas”

Owner gives up the development rights
in a sensitive area in exchange for a
development rights in a more
biologically appropriate site.

Permutas allow a government to offer land owners a
parcel of equal monetary value in a more appropriate site.
Zoning laws are weak and therefore there are few
incentives. Has been used in Mexico City for historic
preservation.

Usufructo

Rights to use and enjoy land or resources are sold to an
NGO. The previous owners are given a parcel on which to
live and work, and the contract expires with the landowner’s
death.

Fideicomiso

Similar to a Conservancy’s ability to
manage funds and land.

A contract on rights of use is drawn and land/money can be
donated and sold via a financial institution (usually a bank).
The terms of the contract are monitored.

Bequest

Donation after death. Avoids estate
taxes.

Donation after death.




Table 2. Organizations and Actions for the San Diego Section

Bureau of Land Management

BLM could contribute to conservation by easing its properties along Campo Creek.
The BLM lands along the border are part of the Border Mountains area, which is
administered as a Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA). Changes to the
permissible activities might involve prohibiting off-highway vehicles in the easement
(BLM 1994). BLM also has the ability to ease adjacent lands into its own and
become the holder of eased lands (CBI 2003).

County of San Diego

The county could ease its land into the Kumiai corridor along the riparian corridor by
SR-94. The County could contributed to regional conservation of the easement by
zoning the areas outside the easement for low densities in the General Plan 2020
and any insuring that any wetland activities require state and federal permits.
Community groups and indigenous groups should work with the County Department
of Planning and Land Use on these issues (CBI 2003).

Private Ranchers and Owners

Low impact grazing and agriculture can be compatible with conservation objectives,
and some citizens may donate or ease land within and beyond the 50 meter riparian
buffer.

Border Patrol

A written memorandum of understanding between the easement holder and the
Border Patrol may help reduce vehicular impacts from Border Patrol activites.
Remote sensing techniques have been studied at SDSU for the purpose of
protecting sensitive habitats Training for agents on where
sensitive habitats are is essential.




Table 3. Steps 2 and 4: Proposed Objectives and Actors in the Tecate
Urban River Park

Objective Organizations
Establish priorities for the Park Stakeholders
Create recreational areas and Paramunicipal

open green space

Approve management and
conservation plans

Paramunicipal uses the

Design and execute a development
plan for the river zone

Paramunicipal

Establish development restrictions
with legal backing. Protect the
recharge zones for the aquifer

Paramunicipal zones river park
land and issues development
permits

Charge for services provided by
the river park

Costs are decided by the
paramunicipal (who serves as the
comite tecnico of the fideicomiso )
and carried out administered by the
fideicomisarios

Acquire land through exchange or
purchase; receive lands or other
goods in the form of donations

Fideicomiso

Rehabilitate flora and fauna
through restoration projects

Paramunicipal approves a project
and hires workers through the
fideicomiso

Maintain the streams and
drainages in a natural state, avoid
concrete channelization, and
protect the slopes. Provide
protection against erosion and
flooding using natural materials
that integrate into the environment

The paramunicipal advises on
“ecotechnology” alternatives to
concrete structures; CNA and
SIDUE maintain oversight and both
agencies are part of the
paramunicipal advisory board

Contract personnel to monitor the
park

Paramunicipal and fideicomiso
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Map 2.

Urban Tecate Ownership in the Kumial Corridor
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